
 
 

 

Great Work, Great Joy, GREAT GOD 
1 Chronicles 29: 1-20 

 
 
God has so wired the human race 

that we all seek some sort of 
achievement in our lives.  It may be 
nothing more than to be able to go to 
McDonald’s once a week.  But we all 
are achieving for something in this life.  
Steve Prefontaine was one of the 
greatest distance runners of all time, 
and he had this to say about his sport, 
“You have to wonder at times what 
you’re doing out there…..It comes 
down to self-satisfaction and a sense 
of achievement”.  Fashion designer 
Elle Macpherson said, “Having children 
is my greatest achievement.  It was my 
savior.”  And along those same lines 
Bo Jackson said, “I would say my 
greatest achievement in life right 
now….is to be a wonderful father to my 
kids.”  We all want to achieve.   

But let me tell you, some of the 
wisdom of the world about achievement 
we need to take with a grain of salt.  For 
instance, what if you’re unlike Elle and 
Bo and are never a parent?  Can you 
still achieve as well as they achieved?  
Franklin Roosevelt’s take on 
achievement was this, “Happiness lies 
in the joy of achievement and the thrill of 
creative effort”.  But my question to the 
former president would be, “What if you 
miss achieving your goal?   What if you 
don’t get that promotion?  What if you 
don’t lose that weight?  What if you don’t 
get that scholarship?  What if you don’t 
win the playoffs?  Is happiness still 
possible?  But I flat out take offence with 
the opinion of philosopher of Ayn Rand, 
who said, “Achievement of your 
happiness is the only moral purpose of 
your life…..”  In other words, Ayn is 
saying, no matter what the effect on 
other people, even if it means leaving 
your wife and five kids and running off 
with the barmaid, your purpose in life is 
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to make yourself happy”.  How much 
more self centered can you get?   

Well, beloved, I am so glad that 
you and I as believers in Jesus Christ 
have been freed from the bondage of 
having to achieve to be happy.  Now, it 
is certainly not wrong to set goals in 
the business world or in athletics or in 
the arts and set out to achieve them for 
the glory of God.  But God would have 
you and me to know that there is a 
much, much greater achievement for 
all of us than any wreath, plaque, or 
promotion that any man could ever 
give us.  And that is to fulfill your 
purpose in the work of God’s kingdom.  
And today we are going to learn about 
that greatest achievement.  

Turn in your Bibles, please, to 1 
Chron. 29:1-20.  The setting of our text 
is the days just prior to the building of 
the temple in Jerusalem.  God had 
forbidden David to build the temple 
because he was a man of war, but He 
did allow David to gather the materials 

together for his son Solomon to use to 
construct the temple after David had 
died.  And in our text God shares with 
us some of the details of how David 
carried out his assignment.  And in 
these details I want us to see some 
wonderful truths about the work of God 
that are timeless.  First of all, we see 
that the work of God is a great work. 

 Look again at v. 1.  We mentioned 
earlier that human achievement can 
oftentimes be a good thing.  All of us 
have to admire Malala Yousafzai, the 
teenage girl from Pakistan who is the 
youngest person to ever win the Nobel 
peace prize.  Malala is on a crusade to 
insure that all the children of the world 
get an equal opportunity for an 
education.  And who would argue that 
that is not a noble cause?  But King 
David and his son Solomon were 
involved in a much more noble work 
than equal opportunity education.  Verse 
one tells us they were involved in a 
great work, the work of building the 
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temple.  It was great because it was 
not for man, but for the Lord God.     

Beloved, let me remind you of 
something that we all know but love to 
ignore.  You and I are on a fast track 
through this life to eternity.  And other 
than winning a man to faith in Jesus 
Christ as his Savior and Lord, whatever 
else you do for him will not matter to 
him one iota 100 years from now.  But 
that’s exactly how most people spend 
their time and energy, working furiously 
for things that quickly pass away.  Like 
making a new flower bed in the park.  
Or even starting a soup kitchen in the 
inner city.  Now, it’s nice to help display 
God’s beauty in nature for picnickers in 
the park.  But if you never give a man a 
view of the beauty of Jesus, how will 
that help him for the next trillion years?  
And it’s a good thing to feed the 
hungry.  Jesus told us to feed the 
hungry.  But if we feed a man’s body 
but never feed his soul we’re doing 
nothing more than washing the deck of 

the Titanic.  And if any king or President 
could come back from the grave he 
would tell you that what he 
accomplished was miniscule, like a 
speck of dust compared to the priceless 
value of the great work of God.  For the 
work of God does not bless a man for a 
lifetime, but for all eternity.    

One of our great founding fathers 
was Patrick Henry.  Patrick Henry was 
the patriot that cried out to the would-be 
revolutionists, “I know not what course 
others may take; but give me liberty or 
give me death!”  Liberty from the British 
was the driving force of his life.  But in 
his last Will and Testament Patrick 
Henry opened up a window into what he 
considered to be most important in life.  
Speaking of what he left to his wife and 
children he said, “This is all the 
inheritance I can give my dear family.  
(But) The religion of Christ can give 
them one (an inheritance) which will 
make them rich indeed. Well, David had 
no doubt that God’s work was great.  
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And notice how he showed it in his 
actions.  V. 2 says that he prepared to 
build the temple with all his might, as 
he provided many different materials 
for the work.  Gold, silver, bronze, iron, 
wood, onyx stones, glistening stones of 
various colors, all kinds of precious 
stones, and marble slabs in 
abundance.  And we’re not talking just 
a token amount of gold and silver, 
either.  Back in ch. 22 we read that it 
was 3750 tons of gold, and 37,500 tons 
of silver.  And he provided more bronze 
and iron than you could even measure.  
David denied no expense and no 
personal effort to supply Solomon with 
all that he needed.   

But David not only provided for the 
work with all of his might, but also with 
all of his heart. Look at v. 3-5a.  The 
lavish gifts of silver and gold that David 
gave were from the coffers of Israel.  
Yes, he gave them with all of his might; 
He worked at his job as materials 
supplier.  But he still gave that which 

was not his.  But in addition to all of 
those things, he also gave 110 tons of 
gold and 260 tons of silver from his own 
resources.  Yes, David was the king and 
yes, he was rich.  But beloved, 110 tons 
of gold is still a hefty amount, even for 
the Bill Gates and Warren Buffetts of the 
world.  And it cost David personally to 
give what he gave.  You say, “How do 
you know that, preacher?”  Because in 1 
Chron. 21 when David took the unlawful 
census and God sent a plague upon His 
people, David set out to build an altar 
and offer a sacrifice lest the plague 
continue.  And when he asked Ornan 
the Jebusite to sell him the land for the 
altar, Ornan said no, I’ll give it to you.  
But David said, no, I will not take what is 
yours for the Lord, nor will I offer burnt 
offerings that cost me nothing.  And it 
cost David to give what he gave out of 
his own pocket to build the temple.  He 
did not regret that he gave it, but he still 
missed it.   
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But David also knew that the work 
of God could not be done by the king 
alone.  So after David had testified to 
the people all that he had done and 
what he had given to the building of the 
temple, he challenged them by saying, 
“Who then is willing to consecrate 
himself this day to the Lord?” (v.5b)  
And God’s people heard their king and 
responded marvelously to his call.  
Now, there are some specific ways in 
which they obeyed the call of God that 
are critical in any era, and I want us to 
notice each one briefly.  Number one, 
the leadership responded first v.6.  
Beloved, mark it down.  If God’s work 
succeeds, His leaders always lead!  
Listen to Judges 5:2, “When the 
leaders lead in Israel, when the people 
willingly offer themselves, bless the 
Lord!”   

Now, I do not speak to everyone at 
this point.  Everyone is not a leader; in 
fact most people are not leaders.  And 
that’s a good thing.  I read a story 

recently about a man who was walking 
down the street and noticed a group of 
young boys who were playing war.  But 
they were all just sitting around 
passively doing nothing.  No make-
believe shooting, no wrestling, no 
nothing.  And so the man asked one of 
them what was going on.  And one lad 
replied, “We’re all generals.  We can’t 
get anyone to do the fighting” (Spiritual 
Leadership, p. 44).   

Beloved, God has not called 
everyone to be a general.  He has called 
most in His army to be foot soldiers.  But 
if He has called you to lead, then you 
need to lead!  , Pastor, staff, deacons, 
Sunday School teachers, or whatever 
leadership position you may have, God 
has called us to be examples for others 
to follow.  And that word example is key.  
Leadership involves encouraging words 
for sure.  But first and foremost a leader 
must be out front showing the way to 
others.  Because if you don’t show 
God’s foot soldiers the way, they’ll be 
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just like those boys playing war.  They 
will sit around and do nothing.  But the 
leaders of Israel got it right.  They 
stepped up and showed the way by 
giving abundantly, just like David gave.   

Now, let me just say a word about 
the giving of our leadership at Grant’s 
Creek.  All of our staff and deacons are 
tithers.  That is part of their job 
description.  And they all give to our 
special offerings like the Lottie Moon 
offering for international missions.  And 
almost all or perhaps all give to these 
offerings above their regular tithe.  So 
you can be confident that they are 
already doing what the leaders in Israel 
were called to do.  But I challenge all of 
our leadership to ask yourself today, 
“Am I being fully obedient in what God 
is calling me to give to His great work?  
Is He calling me to step up and give 
more?” 

But I want us to notice another 
thing about Israel’s giving to God’s 
great work.  Not only did the leadership 

respond first, but then the people gave, 
and they gave willingly.  Look at v. 17.  
King David set the example for giving 
willingly, the leaders responded first, 
and then the people fell right in behind.   
And just like the David, the people also 
gave abundantly (v. 16).   

You know, there are some things 
that come in pairs in the NT that are 
inseparable.  In the NT, salvation and 
baptism were inseparable.  If you’ve 
been truly saved and never been 
immersed you are living in disobedience 
to God.  Another NT pair that is 
inseparable is sin and death.  The 
wages of sin is death, every time.  
Another is faith and works.  Faith 
without works is dead faith, every time.  
Another is love for God and love for 
your neighbor.  If you truly love God you 
will love your neighbor, every time.  
Another is obedience and answered 
prayer.  1 John 3:22: “And whatever we 
ask we receive from Him, because we 
keep His commandments and do those 
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things that are pleasing in His sight”.  
What a great prayer promise!   But just 
as surely as each of these pairs is 
never separated, neither is willing and 
abundant giving.  If you have a willing 
heart to give you won’t give God from 
your leftovers.  You’ll give God off the 
top.  Maybe not as much as your 
neighbor, but for you it will be 
abundant, lavish giving.  And if in your 
heart you want to be an abundant giver 
and your lifestyle is more lavish than 
you can afford, God will show you that, 
too.  And you’ll do what it takes to be 
able to give willingly and abundantly.   

There is one more thing that we 
must see about Israel’s giving before 
we move on.  And that is, giving their 
wealth was not the actual call upon 
their lives.  Do you remember what we 
saw last week that Paul wrote about 
the believers in Macedonia?  They 
gave out of their abject poverty, but he 
said that they first gave of themselves 
to the Lord (2 Cor. 8:5).  Well, the 

children of Israel did the same thing!  
Look at what David specifically asked of 
them in v. 5:  “Who then is willing to 
consecrate himself this day to the 
Lord?”  And the word “consecrate” is the 
same word that was used when Israel 
got ready to commission a priest for 
service in the temple.  It literally means 
to “fill the hand”.  To fill the hands full 
with all that we have and present it to 
God for His service.  To put our time in 
our hands and offer it up to Him and 
say, “It’s yours, Lord”.  To put our talents 
in our hands…….”It’s yours, Lord”.  To 
put our money in our hands…….”It’s 
yours Lord”.  That’s what God desires 
from you for His great work.  He desires 
YOU.   

Now, most people winch at such a 
thought.  What a hard thing!  But no!  To 
the contrary, when you give yourself to 
God’s great work, He in turn gives to 
you His great joy!  Look at v. 9.  The 
people rejoiced because they gave 
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abundantly to God.  And so did David.  
And here’s how it works.   

In David’s case, God had done so 
much for him during his lifetime.  God 
had allowed David to kill the lion and 
the bear while he was a shepherd boy, 
and then while he was still just a 
teenager kill a mighty giant.  God 
chose him to be the king of Israel 
above all of his older brothers.  God 
had delivered David from the hand of 
Saul time and time again, from the 
hand of the Philistines, and from the 
hand of his own son Absalom.  God 
had forgiven David for his horrendous 
sin with Bathsheba and the murder of 
her husband Uriah. And David was 
completely overwhelmed by God’s 
amazing grace and he loved God with 
every fiber of his being.  David was the 
OT epitome of a man who loved God 
with his whole heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, which Jesus said was the first 
and great commandment (Mark 12:30). 
And he could never do enough to ever 

show God how much he loved him, but 
God did give him a release valve to let 
the joy and thanks gush out of his soul 
upward to God, and that release valve 
was giving.  Beloved, giving to God’s 
great work out of a heart of love always 
brings God’s great joy!  
 So we’ve seen that God’s work is a 
great work, and giving to God’s great 
work gives God’s great joy.  But I want 
you share with you one more reason for 
you to consecrate yourself to God’s 
great work today.  And that is simply 
because God is a great God.  Look at 
vs. 10-14.  When the people had all 
brought their gifts for the temple and 
David had seen their great response, his 
soul was so full of joy that he could not 
help but burst forth in praise to God for 
His greatness.  He declares that God is 
the mighty and majestic God Who owns 
all and is ruler over all things.  And he 
acknowledges that all riches and honor 
and strength that any man might have 
all come from His gracious hand.  And 



9 
 

then David ponders, “Lord, who am I, 
and who are these people, that you 
would choose to bless us so greatly, 
that we in turn can give so willingly to 
you?” 
 Beloved, if you and I could lay hold 
of this wonderful, awesome truth, it 
would revolutionize the way we give!  
We say it often, because we must 
never forget it.  Everything that we 
have and are or ever will have or will 
be is by the gracious hand of God.  
James says, “Every good and perfect 
gift comes from above” (James 1:17).  
And when God asks us to give our 
tithes and offerings for His great work, 
He only asks us to give back what He 
has first given to us. 
 A pastor tells the story of a trip that 
he made with his three year old son to 
McDonald’s.  He had asked his son 
what he would like to do that day, and 
his little boy said that he wanted to go 
to McDonald’s and get some fench 
fies, because he loved fench fies.  And 

the pastor wanted to please his son, so 
to McDonald’s they went.  And when 
they got there the daddy didn’t order the 
regular size fries, he ordered the giant 
size.  And his little boy was estatic as he 
sat down to eat his fench fies. 
 
Doesn’t he know the source of those 
fries?  They were not his to start with, 
they were mine.  I paid for them, and I 
chose to give them to him. 
 
Doesn’t he know that I am 6’2” and 
weigh 185, and that I can snatch those 
fench fies out of his little hands any time 
I want? 
 
Doesn’t he know that I can go back up 
to that counter and buy more fench fies 
for him than he could ever eat?  That all 
I want is the joy of fellowship with him as 
he gives back some of them to me. 
 
And do you know what God would have 
all of us to do today?  He would have us 
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to say, “Lord, thank you for my French 
fries.  I know that I did nothing good to 
receive them.  They are a gracious gift 
from your hand.  And as many as you 
want, I’ll give them back to you.  But 
more than that, Lord, I give myself to 
you.  Because I love you”.   
This Christmas that is the best gift to 
anyone you could ever give.   

 
 


