
 
 

 

GOD, I WANT TO KNOW YOU 
Hebrews 1:1-3 

 
 
Do you want to know God today?  Is there a hunger in your 

heart to have a true, intimate relationship with the One Who made 
you and to Whom you will one day give an account of your life?  
Well, if you really do want to know God, it will please you to know 
that God has been reaching out to mankind since the days of 
Adam, that mankind might know Him and know His great love.   

The first prophet of God was Adam’s son Abel (Luke 11:50-
51). We are not told in Scripture the message that Abel preached, 
but we certainly have a good idea.  For the Bible tells us that Abel 
brought a sacrifice to the Lord that was acceptable, and it was a 
blood sacrifice, a symbol of the blood of Jesus that was shed for 
the sins of the world thousands of years later.  And surely the 
message that Abel preached was, “Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sins” (Heb. 9:22).  And isn’t it interesting 
that Abel was the first person ever to be murdered.  A prophet of 
God, preaching and demonstrating the message of salvation by 
offering a blood sacrifice for the remission of sins. 

But after Abel, God continued to reach out to mankind with 
His prophets.  Enoch was the second prophet of God and the first 
prophet to prophesy of Jesus’ Second Coming and judgment upon 
the wicked (Jude 14).  Peter tells us in 2 Peter 2 that Noah was a 
preacher of righteousness to the antediluvian generation.  But they 
ignored his preaching and all of them except his own family 
perished.  Moses was a type of Christ (Deut. 18:15) as he 
delivered God’s people from bondage and gave to them God’s 
laws. 

And for the next 1000 years God spoke to His people through 
the sweet psalms and prophecies of David, through the miracles 



2 
 

of Elijah and Elisha, through Jeremiah wearing a yoke around his 
neck among them, through the visions of Daniel & Zechariah, 
through Ezekiel laying on one side for 390 days and 40 days on 
the other (Ez. 4:5f), and even through Isaiah walking among them 
naked and barefoot for three years (Is. 20:1-3).  Talking about God 
reaching out to His people!   Talking about God trying to get their 
attention.  But God’s people never responded to the prophets’ 
messages, even after their return from exile.  Now, a few certainly 
responded.  God has always had a remnant that has not bowed 
the knee to Baal.  But Isaiah prophesied that when Jesus was 
born He would come to a nation that was sitting in darkness and in 
the shadow of death (Luke 1:79), and he was spot on.  Israel was 
a nation fossilized in dead traditions.  Not knowing God, lost and 
perishing.   

But not only all of this, Israel was actually hostile to God’s 
overtures of love through His prophets.  Jesus reminded the 
Pharisees in a parable in Matt. 21 that their ancestors had beaten 
and killed God’s prophets before Him (Matt. 21: 35).  So in v. 2 the 
writer tells us of the last great effort of God to reach His people 
with the news of His great love. Look at it.  It says that God “has in 
the last days spoken to us by His Son…”  God came to earth to 
dwell among men in the form of His one and only Son, Jesus 
Christ.  For by coming to earth Himself as the Son of God there 
would be no more reason at all to wonder what He was like.     

    Author Philip Yancy said that he learned about the 
necessity of the incarnation through the fish in his salt water 
aquarium.  He said that you would not believe the trouble to which 
he went to keep up that aquarium.  He had to run a portable 
chemical laboratory to monitor nitrate levels and ammonia content.  
He had to pump in vitamins and antibiotics and sulfa drugs and 
enzymes.  He had to filter water into the tank through charcoal and 
expose the tank to ultraviolet light.  And he said that after all he did 
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to keep those salt water fish alive you’d have thought they would 
have been grateful to him and glad to see him.  But he said that 
every time he opened the lid of that aquarium to feed them, three 
times a day, every time they shot for cover under the nearest 
shell.  They were petrified of him.  To them he was Deity.  He was 
too large for them to understand his actions.  They could not 
understand him and their natural response to him was fear.  And 
he realized that there was no way he could ever convey to him 
that he was not their enemy but their very best friend.  The only 
way that could ever happen was if somehow he could become one 
of them, if he could become a fish.   

Well, friends, that is exactly the situation that God found 
Himself in with respect to all of the sons of Adam.  We had 
rejected every overture of love that He offered.  And so after all 
the rejection that God had suffered from His people, and after all 
the persecution that Israel gave to His prophets, God still reached 
out one more time to His rebellious people by sending the best 
that Heaven could offer, His one and only Son.  And through 
Jesus, God gave us a perfect picture of Himself and also provided 
for us the way of our salvation.  

I want you to come to know God in a fuller way today as we 
see what the writer says about Jesus.  First of all, Let’s look at v. 
3.  Jesus is the brightness of God’s glory and the express image 
of His person.  Jesus is the perfect picture of God.  When we 
understand Him and His ways, we understand God.   

Now, word “brightness” in v. 3 occurs nowhere else in the NT.  
And the word literally means “radiance”.  Jesus radiates the glory 
of God.  The glory of God flows out of Jesus in the exact same 
essence and the exact same measure as it does from God the 
Father.  Their glory is one and the same. 

Have you ever thought very much about the glory of God?  
About what it really is?  Well, let me say first of all that the glory of 
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God is so vast and exhaustless that no man will ever grasp the 
least fraction of it this side of eternity.  To fully understand the 
glory of God would be a feat greater than a preschooler 
understanding the theory of relativity.  But just to get a glimpse of 
the glory of God is the greatest accomplishment, the greatest 
knowledge that a man can ever have.  And I want us by the grace 
of God to get a glimpse of the glory of God today, and especially 
the glory of God as we see it in Jesus.   

We see the glory of God revealed first of all in Creation.  Ps. 
19:1-2 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God and the 
firmament shows His handiwork.  Day unto day utters speech, and 
night unto night reveals knowledge.”  All creation cries out every 
single day, “Look at me and know that God is glorious”.  If you 
want to begin to scratch the surface of the glory of God, just take a 
walk and look around you and look up above you.  Look at the 
ground below you and see the marvelous creations of God.  Flip 
through a National Geographic or Smithsonian magazine and 
marvel at the infinite variety and unspeakable beauty of all that 
God made. 

But we see God’s glory revealed to His own people Israel in 
another way, when God gave them the Ten Commandments.  
Contrary to what many people believe, God did not initially give 
the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  He gave them to 
all of His people as they stood at the foot of the mountain.  Let’s 
go back to the scene and see all that happened.  Turn in your 
Bibles, please, to Exodus 19 and let’s begin reading at v. 17-20:1).  
So when God came down on Mt. Sinai to give His people their 
rules for living He did it in a way they never forgot.  The top of the 
mountain was blazing in fire, and smoke engulfed the mountain 
completely.  And the mountain shook greatly and all this was 
accompanied by a long and loud blast of trumpets.   



5 
 

Close your eyes for a moment and picture that in your mind.  
Picture yourself at the foot of a mountain, looking up, and all of a 
sudden you see at the top a blazing fire.  It is brighter than any fire 
you’ve ever seen, like the bead of a weld.  And in moments the 
entire mountain top is covered with smoke.  But you can still see 
the flames through the smoke. And all a sudden you see the 
mountain begin to shake.  And then you suddenly hear a long 
blast of trumpets that grows louder and louder.  And you are 
frozen in your steps and in your gaze on the mountain.  You have 
never experienced anything so gripping in all of your life.   

Now you may open your eyes.  What you have just imagined 
in your mind’s eye is what the children of Israel saw with their real 
eyes.  And now listen to Moses’ recollection of that experience 
from Deut 5:4-5, 23-25.  The people said, “We’ve seen the glory of 
God and we’ve heard His voice, and we’ve had enough!  If we see 
and hear anymore we will die!”  And they could have been right.  
For when Moses asked God to show him His glory, God told him 
that He would show Moses His backside, but that no man could 
see His face and live (Ex. 33:20).  Sinful, human flesh simply 
cannot live in the full presence of holy God.   

Beloved, have you ever seen the glory of God?  Few have 
ever seen a display of God’s glory as the Israelites that day at 
Sinai.  But God’s glory is just as magnificent and just as awesome 
as it was back then, and God has revealed that glory over and 
over and over again to millions upon millions of people.  And their 
lives have never been the same.  Let me tell you how.  Paul said 

in 2 Cor. 4:6, “ For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.  The 
greatest display of the glory of God there ever was or ever will be 
is in God’s Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  And the writer of Hebrews 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor.+4%3A6&version=KJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor.+4%3A6&version=KJV
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says that Jesus is the brightness of His glory, the very fullness of 
God’s glory.   

So for the rest of our time today I want us to see God’s great 
glory in the face of Jesus.  Now, it should go without saying that 
Jesus radiated God’s glory 24/7.  Every time Jesus ever 
encountered men, women, or children He displayed to them God’s 
glory.  Having said that, I want us to look at three scenes in Jesus’ 
life in which He showed the glory of God in three distinct, 
magnificent ways.  

The first place where Jesus displayed the glory of God was at 
His birth.  When the angels came to the shepherds to announce 
the birth of God’s Son, they exclaimed, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14).  
Charles Spurgeon says that when the angels declared “Glory to 
God in the highest” they were speaking of glory in the highest 
degree, that no glory could be any greater than the glory of the 
babe in the manger.  And that is because the highest glory that 
God can ever receive is when He saves a poor, lost soul from hell, 
and that’s what Jesus’ birth was all about.  The angel called His 
name Jesus, because He came to save us from our sins (Matt. 
1:21).  But the great quality about Jesus that brings glory to God at 
Jesus’ birth is His humility.  Think about it.  We are talking about 
the Creator of the universe lying in an animal trough.  Helpless to 
help himself just as any other baby.  Helpless to feed Himself, 
helpless to change Himself, to defend Himself.  Helpless, and in 
just a few days, homeless.  For Joseph would have take to Him 
and Mary and flee to Egypt from the wrath of Herod.  God’s Son 
on the run! 

This week I read about all of the arrangements that comes 
with a visit from a member of the British royal family.  When 
Queen Elizabeth visited the U.S. about 20 years ago she brought 
with her 4000 pounds of luggage that included two outfits for every 
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occasion and a mourning outfit just in case someone died.  She 
brought along her own hairdresser, of course, two valets, and a 
host of other attendants.  The cost of such a trip would be around 
$25,000,000 in today’s dollars.  And when such a visit occurs it is 
front page news in every paper and the top story of every evening 
newscast.   

But friends, when the King of the universe was born, He was 
born in the humblest of circumstances, with farm animals as the 
attendants to His birth.  And contrary to the world knowing of His 
arrival, hardly anyone knew, and those who did know were among 
the lowest class of people in the land.  Lowly, dirty shepherds.  
Shepherds were ceremonially unclean and therefore unable to 
worship in the inner court of the temple.  They were considered 
ignorant and the Jews lumped together with the “godless” of the 
society.  And yet, they were the first invited guests to see the baby 
Jesus. 

Friends, the greatness of a man is not how high he can climb 
for himself, it is how low he will stoop for others.  And nobody, but 
nobody ever stooped as low as Jesus when He was born 2000 
years ago.  Behold God’s glory in the humility of His Son! 

But there is another view of the glory of God that we see in 
the face of Jesus.  And that is when we see Him hanging on the 
cross.  Here we see the glory of God’s charity.  And charity, of 
course, is the KJV word for God’s unmerited, unconditional agape 
love.  Friends, never, ever forget whose cross Jesus died upon at 
Calvary.  It was not His cross, for Jesus never committed one 
single sin.  But sitting in the Jerusalem jail that day was a man 
named Barabbas, who was guilty of insurrection and murder and 
waiting to die.  And it was Barabbas’ cross upon which Jesus died, 
and Barabbas went free.  And Barabbas represents every single 
one of us.  For you have a cross and I have a cross, just like 
Barabbas, for you and I have sinned just like Barabbas and we are 
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just as worthy of death, for the Bible says, “The wages of sin is 
death”.  So see yourself in that Roman cell, a murderer, guilty and 
on death row, because that’s where you were.  And that’s where 
some of you still are.  For you have never been forgiven of all your 
sins, and you are just like Barabbas, waiting for eternal 
punishment.   

But just when Barabbas thought that the Roman soldiers were 
about to come and take him out to be beaten and crucified, one of 
them must have come in and said to him, “Barabbas, the stars 
must have lined up right for you today.  Because Pilot has decreed 
that some Jewish teacher named Jesus be crucified instead of 
you.  You are a free man!  Get up and get out of here.”  And 
Barabbas, the insurrectionist  and murderer, walked out of that 
Roman cell scot free.  All because Jesus loved him and wanted to 
die in his place.   

Friends, there is just so far that human love can go.  Many 
men have died for their wives and their children.  Many have died 
for their friends, and many have died for their country.  And they 
are our heroes.  We name buildings after them and we erect 
monuments for them.  We pass down the story of their heroics to 
our children and grandchildren and warn them to never let their 
legacy die, for they were great men.  But do you know what none 
of them has ever done?  Not even one?  None of them ever laid 
down their life for his enemy.  We know this because Jesus said, 
“Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends” (Jn. 15:13).   

But Jesus Christ has done something that none of them ever 
did.  Jesus did lay down His life for His enemies.  Who were His 
enemies?  Well, look in the mirror.  You were His enemy, and so 
was I.  Romans 5:10 says, “For if, when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 
having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life”.  Friends, 
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this is the glory of God!  Jesus laying down His life for you when 
you were His enemy, for no reason than that He loves you.  And to 
God the Father be the glory for ordaining such a perfect plan of 
salvation.  And to Jesus Christ the Son be the glory, for later in 
Hebrews writes that Jesus offered Himself to God for our sins.  
Jesus could have sabotaged the whole plan by refusing to die.  
But He gladly went to the cross for you and me, and therefore 
John writes in Revelation 5 that he looked to the future in Heaven 
and saw thousands and thousands of angels and living creatures 
and elders crying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and blessing” (Rev. 5: 12).   

Well, we’ve seen the glory of God in Jesus’ humility at His 
birth.  And we’ve seen the glory of God in Jesus’ charity at the 
cross, in His love as He died for unworthy sinners.  And finally I 
want us to see the glory of God in Jesus’ sovereignty among His 
churches.  Turn in your Bibles, please, to Rev. 1:9-17.  John is 
writing here about his vision of the Christ in Heaven, standing in 
the midst of seven golden lampstands. The seven lampstands are 
the seven churches of Asia Minor to whom John wrote.  And we 
know that it is Jesus that is standing in their midst because in v. 11 
the one standing there identifies Himself as the Alpha and Omega, 
who is Jesus, and also says in v. 13 that the one standing there is 
like the Son of Man, which is the name that Jesus to refer to 
Himself time and time again.   

But notice again John’s description of Jesus beginning in v. 
13.  Jesus is clothed with a long robe and golden chest band, 
symbolizing authority and honor.  His woolen, white hair 
symbolizes His eternality, the “Ancient of Days” as Daniel calls 
Him.  His eyes of fire sees all, His feet of brass crush all sinners in 
judgment, His voice is as powerful as a mighty rushing waterfall, 
and a sharp, two-edged sword came out of His mouth,  
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representing His words with which He also subdues His enemies.  
And notice Jesus’ countenance, as bright as the noonday sun.  
Friend, talking about a picture of strength and authority!  Talking 
about absolute, unchallenged rulership in heaven and on earth, 
that’s my Jesus!  The One who was humble to the point of being 
laid in a manger, and further humbled Himself to death on a cross.  
And Paul says that because of this, God has highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name that is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus……..that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  That’s what John did when He saw Jesus in all of His 
glory ! 

 


