PROVING GOD
Selected Scriptures

This morning I want to share with you the second message in a three part series on
Christian stewardship. The Bible has much to say about giving. We saw last week that
42% of Jesus’ parables had to do with money. And we saw that the Bible contains more
verses about money that is does love, faith, and prayer put together. So today we are
going to further pursue a better understanding of what God says about how we are to be
good stewards, good managers, of our money and possessions. And I want us to begin
by briefly reviewing the six principles of Biblical stewardship that we learned last week.

1. Stewardship involves all of life. 1 Cor. 10:31
2. Gods own it all. Ps. 24:1. Haggai 2:8: “The silver is Mine, and the gold is
Mine, says the Lord of hosts”.
3. All our possessions are a gift from God. David prayed in 1 Chron.
29:14, Lord, “…all things come from You”. And in v. 16 he continued, “…all this
abundance that we have prepared is from Your hand and is all Your own”.
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4. God has called us to be good stewards of our possessions. 1 Cor. 4:2
says, “Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful”. Now, the
context here is stewardship of the gospel, but the application is universal.
5. Proper stewardship is one of the indicators of a true commitment to
follow Christ. Someone said years ago that if you really wanted to see what the
love of a man’s heart was then check out two things, his appointment book and his
checkbook, where he spends his time and his money. And that person was spot
on to the truth. We invest in what matters most to us.
6. God is honored by proper stewardship. Paul wrote to the Corinthians
that they glorified God by their confession to the gospel through their giving (2
Cor. 9:13).
So if God does indeed expect us to be good stewards of all that He has given us,
then what are the guidelines we are to follow? We are going to begin to look at them in a
moment, but first I want us to hear the testimony of one of our deacons about his
experience in giving to God and His work.
Thank you, Brad. So God told the Corinthians to be good stewards of their
possessions. And He also said that their good stewardship brought glory to God. So
what are the elements of good stewardship? Let’s turn first to 1 Corinthians 16: 1-2.
Here Paul is addressing an issue that apparently the Corinthians had already inquired to
him about. A number of the saints in Jerusalem were poor and needed help. And it
appears from other verses in 1 Corinthians that the Corinthians had asked Paul about
this situation in a prior letter, as well as a number of other matters. And the short of
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Paul’s answer is “Yes, by all means help them”. But I want us to notice four specific
parts of that answer.
First of all, Paul made it clear that he was speaking to the whole church. He said in
verse 2, “Let each one of you lay something aside”. Friends, giving is not just for the
wealthy, not for just the ones who don’t have house notes or car notes, not just for the
ones who aren’t living on fixed incomes. Giving is for every child of God.
Secondly, they were to give obediently. In v. 1 Paul says that he gave orders to
the churches of Galatia to take an offering for the Jerusalem saints, and the Greek word
for “order” means the same as the English. And he followed up by telling them that just
as the Galatians were ordered to give, so were they. And the words, “you must do also”
are in the imperative mood in the Greek, the mood of command. So Paul commands
them to help their less fortunate brothers.
Now, we should not bristle at the command to give in the age of grace. Paul also
said, “Be kind to one another”, and it was a command. Paul said, “Be filled with the
Spirit”, and it was a command. Paul said, “Pray without ceasing”, and it was a command.
Peter said, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior…” and it was a
command. James said, “Resist the devil” and it was a command. Would any of us
disagree with these commands? Would we say that they were unreasonable? No! We
would say that they are right and good for a Christian? Yes! And beloved, with the same
language the Holy Spirit though Paul commanded the Corinthians to give.
So the Corinthians were to give obediently. But they were also to give
systematically. They were to give on the first day of the week. That means every
Sunday. Many Christians have yet to come to this conviction. They give some Sundays
and some Sundays they do not. And if they happen to be out of church one Sunday,
they do not lay their gift aside like Paul said and give it the next week along with that
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week’s gift. God never receives His gift for the week they were absent. But God says
that we are to give every week.
Lastly, the Corinthians were to give proportionately. They were not to give equal
amounts. Paul said that each was to give, “as he may prosper”. But what did he mean
by that? Is there any other guideline that is more specific? Yes, there is. Please turn to
Malachi 3: 6-10. God says that there is a specific amount that is the starting point for
obedient giving, and that amount is the tithe, or ten percent. And at times Israel was
commanded to add other tithes to their regular tithe and the amount would be as much
as 30%. But the regular tithe was 10%.
Now, I want to look at the tithe from three angles this morning. First, I want us to
see the practice of the tithe. A survey of the verses that speak to the tithe reveals that
tithes were received from the seed, from fruit, from corn, new wine, oil, and from the
herds. So basically it was from everything that a farmer produced (Lev. 27:30, 32; Neh.
13:12). Secondly, the tithe could not be eaten in one’s own house (Deut. 1:17), but in the
place where God chose, where His name abode, in order that God’s people might learn
to fear Him (Deut. 14:22-23). And while we are not told specifically the name of the place
that the Lord chose, it was likely the tabernacle or another place of sacrifice. And the
closest comparison that we can make in the NT era is the local church. And thirdly, the
tithe was to be given with joy. Look at Deut. 12:7. When those OT saints gave their
tithes, they rejoiced in the blessings of God that allowed them to give it. And notice, the
whole household was to rejoice. Father, mother, sons, daughters – they were all to
rejoice in God’s blessings to them.
Let me say a word to our parents who still have children at home. Dads and moms,
teach your children to give! Teach them first of all that God has given to them all that
they have, and teach them to give back to Him with joy. Give them part of your gift to
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God each week. After all, God has blessed your entire family with His blessings, and
they are a part. God has given to them, and they need to give back to Him. Practice
giving as a family. And when they have a family of their own, giving will be the most
natural thing in the world to do.
But let’s talk just a few moments about the perpetuity of the tithe. The tithe was
definitely practiced in the OT, but what about the New? Some conservative Biblical
scholars say that tithing was a part of the law, and that the law was done away with at
the cross, and therefore the tithe is no longer a biblical practice. What about it?
Beloved, when the whole of Scripture is taken into account, there is no compelling
support to the claims that tithing is not for today. Tithing is just as valid for you and me
as it has ever been. And I want to show you three reasons why. First of all, because of
the tithe of Abraham. Gen. 14:20 tells us that Abraham gave a tithe to Melchizedek,
king of Salem.
Now, Melchizedek was a mysterious character indeed. We know nothing about him
except what we read of him in his one appearance in Gen. 14, and then a brief
commentary on him in Hebrews 7. He was not a priest of Levi’s lineage, but He was a
priest of the Most High God none-the-less, and Abraham recognized that and gave him a
tithe of the spoils he won in battle. But the writer of Hebrews says that Melchizedek was
made like the Son of God, in that he was without a recorded genealogy, without father,
without mother, having neither beginning nor end, and remaining a priest continually.
Some scholars say that Melchizedek was an appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ, and
that is what I believe. But even if he was not he was at least a type of Christ. And the
whole point of Hebrews 7 is to show that Jesus is a better high priest than all of the
Levitical priesthood.
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But here’s what this has to do with the tithe. Abraham was not under the law. It
would not come for another 500 years or so. But Abraham gave the tithe anyway. God
put it in his heart to give a tenth of his spoils to Melchizedek. But more significantly is to
whom Abraham gave the tithe. He gave it to Melchizedek, who was either Christ or a
representative of Christ. He gave a tenth of his goods to the one who came after the law,
to the same One Whom we now love and serve, the Lord Jesus Christ. And for this
reason the tithe is still applicable to Christians today.
But there is another reason that the tithe is valid for today. And that is because of
the nature of the law. The OT law was divided into two parts, the ceremonial law and
the moral law. The ceremonial law had to do with the sacrificial system, which was a
temporary, imperfect fix for the problem of sin. But when the perfect Sacrifice for sin was
accomplished, which was the death of Jesus on the cross, the imperfect system passed
away. It was no longer necessary.
But the moral law different. First of all, the moral law was in force from the Garden
of Eden. It has always been wrong to murder, it has always been wrong to steal, to
commit adultery, to lie. And when the law of Moses was written, what was already a
moral law was merely incorporated into written law. So it was with the tithe. Tithing was
practiced before the law was written, and it naturally became a part of the written law.
But just as laws concerning murder, stealing, and the rest of the moral law did not cease
at the cross, neither did the law concerning tithing. Tithing had nothing to do with the
sacrificial system. It contained no symbolism of what Jesus did on the cross. And
therefore it did not cease with the ceremonial law.
There is a third reason why the tithe is still valid for today. And that is because of
the teachings of Jesus. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus gives us the broad picture
of the Christian life, how someone lives who claims to be a His follower. For instance,
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Jesus said in Matt. 5:21-22. He said in Matt. 27-28 . And in every other instance when
Jesus compared the law to His requirements for His followers, His standards exceeded
the law. And as I’ve said numerous times before, if Jesus raised the bar for our conduct
as Christians in every other area of our lives, why would he lower the bar in the matter of
giving? So beloved, because of the tithe of Abraham, and the nature of the law, and
the teachings of Jesus, you can be certain that the tithe is still for today.
So we’ve seen the practice of the tithe and the perpetuity of the tithe, and now I
want us to see the promise of the tithe. Oh, the tithe comes with a great promise! Look
at Mal. 3:10 again. God says that if we will tithe from what He has given to us that He
will give us a blessing again that is so great we will not be able to receive it. Now,
friends, giving should never be a get-rich-quick scheme. If that’s the purpose of your
giving you are in for a sad awakening. You’re attitude is as devilish as Simon the
sorcerer, who tried to buy the power of God from Peter and John. But when you give to
the glory of God, then you’ll be blessed for the glory of God, more so than you could ever
imagine.
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