
 
 

 

THE TIME IS NOW 
Haggai (selected scriptures) 

 
 

Last Sunday was a special day at Grant’s Creek.  If you were 
here you know that God spoke to many of His people in a powerful 
way.  Many of you came forward either in the morning or evening 
service, some of you in both.  And all of you who came expressed 
a desire for God to do a great work in His church, and that you 
wanted to be a part of that work.  And it was a great 
encouragement to me and to our entire staff. 

It is a critical thing when God speaks to us that we obey.  
When God spoke to Israel and told them to cross over the Jordan 
River and enter Canaan they refused to trust Him and obey, and 
as a result they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  And 
then when God gave them another chance under Joshua they 
obeyed that time and God gave them more blessings that they 
ever dreamed.  And at least one thing that we should learn from 
their experience is that when God speaks, the time to obey is now.   

David spoke of this in Ps. 95 and used Israel’s disobedience 
as a warning.  Psalm 95: 7-11 says,  

 
For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture, And 

the sheep of His hand. Today, if you will hear His voice:  “Do not 
harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the 
wilderness, When your fathers tested Me; They tried Me, though 
they saw My work.  For forty years I was grieved 
with that generation, And said, ‘It is a people who go astray in their 
hearts, And they do not know My ways.’ So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’” (verse 7-11). 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2095:7-11&version=NKJV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2095:7-11&version=NKJV
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Paul writes in Rom. 13:11, “And do this, knowing the time, 
that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first believed”.  Beloved, with all 
of my heart I believe that the time for Grant’s Creek Baptist 
Church, the time for you and me, is now.  God has spoken and we 
dare not ignore His voice.  It was a chilling, horrible day that Israel 
said, “Not now, Lord”, and was turned away from the Promised 
Land for forty years.  But we just read that hundreds of years 
afterward God said through David that it could happen again.  
About a thousand years after that Paul wrote to the Gentiles in 
Romans 11 that unless they continued in God’s goodness they 
were in danger of being broken off the tree of God’s redeemed.  
And Jesus spoke to His church at Ephesus and said that unless 
they repented and returned to their first love He would remove 
their candlestick from their midst (Rev. 3:5).  And what David, and 
Paul and Jesus said is the holy Word of God that stands forever.  
And every church in America who claims Jesus as Lord, including 
ours, should receive these words of God with fear and trembling, 
lest we become a modern day Israel or Ephesus.   

Today we are going to look at the story of a group of God’s 
people who had a call of God upon their lives, what they did with 
it, and what God did as a result.  And may the Spirit of God give 
us grace to learn from them as we consider what God is calling us 
to do in the days ahead. 

Turn in your Bibles, please, to Haggai.  If you’ve not been in 
Haggai lately, just go to Matthew, turn left and go three books 
toward Genesis and you’re there.  Haggai was a prophet to the 
returned remnant of Israel.  The date of his writing is very specific, 
520 BC.  In his short book he records four messages that he 
speaks on three different occasions, all within a little less than four 
months.  But though his words are over 2500 years old, they are 
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as relevant today as if spoken yesterday (stand and read Haggai 
1). 

God’s people had been returned from Babylonian captivity for 
16 years.  And they went back with the specific purpose of 
rebuilding the temple (Ezra 1:3).  But their zeal for God and His 
work was short lived.  Ezra records that opposition to the work 
arose and that the king of Persia, which ruled over Jerusalem, 
ordered that work on the temple cease (Ezra 4:1-6, 24).  That 
ought to teach us something, shouldn’t it?  Any time a group of 
people starts to do a work for God there will always, always be 
Satanic opposition.  And the opposition did cause the building of 
the temple did cease, but from Haggai’s words it appears that the 
people of God were not bothered by the stoppage very much at 
all.  Because they shifted their efforts very quickly to building their 
own houses, expensive, paneled houses.  And when it was 
obvious they could and should have gone back to work on the 
temple, they were saying, “The time has not come that the Lord’s 
house should be rebuilt”.   

So what happened?  Well, it is obvious what happened.  
God’s people became consumed with their own pleasures.  They 
were no longer in captivity.  They had their freedom again.  They 
had their own houses again, nice houses.  And they just didn’t 
sense a need for God nor His temple in their lives.   

Beloved, what a picture of so many Christians in America!  
Jesus has called us to join Him in building His church.  Not 
physical buildings necessarily, although certainly sometimes.  But 
Jesus has called us to join with Him in building the body of Christ, 
winning souls to Him and discipling them in the faith.  He has 
called us to join together and be salt and light in a world of 
dullness and darkness.  But many believers have gone AWOL on 
their calling.  Like the parable of the seeds that Jesus told, many 
believers have let the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
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riches choke out their love for Him, and on their “to do” lists God’s 
work is never on top, sometimes no where near it.   

Last week Kevin Blackwell shared some sobering statistics 
about the Southern Baptist Convention.  Let me remind you of 
one.  Out of over 16,000,000 members in our denomination, just a 
little over 6,000,000 can be found in our churches in a Sunday 
morning service.  And that includes visitors and many non-
member children of church members.  That’s only about 37% of 
our membership.  Now, I agree with pastor Jim Elliff, who says 
that many of these church members who never show up have 
never been truly saved (documents file > Church Health 
>“Southern Baptists, an Unregenerate Denomination”).  But no 
doubt a number of them have been truly born again.  But there are 
simply other things that are more important to them than building 
God’s church. Their houses are their castles, their subjects are 
their families and friends, and all is well in their kingdom.  And 
there is no desire for working in the Kingdom of God.    

Could this be the way that you’ve been living your Christian 
life?  What pastor Charles Stanley calls “casual Christianity”?  To 
all of us who came forward and made decisions last Sunday, and 
to all who are here today who long for God to do something 
special in and through your life, Jesus wants us to understand that 
there is nothing casual about true Christianity, because there’s 
nothing casual about a cross!  A cross is what you die on.  And 
Jesus said, “If any man come after Me, let him take up his cross 
daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).  “Let him die to himself and his 
own desires every day, and let him pursue My agenda with all of 
his heart”, Jesus said.   

Now, God had a word to Israel because of their unfaithfulness 
to their calling.  Look at verse 5.  “Consider your ways!”   And He 
repeats Himself in verse 7.  “Consider your ways!”  And then God 
points out to them how He has chastised them because of their 
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selfish ways.  Look again at v. 6.  Now look at verse 9-11.  The 
Israelites were living in nice homes, but they were suffering inside 
of them with all kind of hardships from the hand of God.    

Beloved, I want you to listen very carefully here.  This old 
world is full of trials and tribulations for the entire human race, 
even committed Christians.  Prime examples, Job, or Joni 
Erickson Tada, who became a quadriplegic in a teenage diving 
accident, or the hymn writer Fanny Crosby, who was blinded as a 
child, or many precious saints that you know and I know.  They’ve 
lived godly all of their lives, and they’ve lived with an unusual 
amount of suffering.  Having said that, the Word of God clearly 
teaches that there are present, earthly consequences for 
Christians who live disobedient lives.   In 1 Cor. 10 God rehearses 
numerous ways that Israel was punished for their rebellion against 
Him and says that they were an example to the Corinthians, lest 
they should live in the same manner.  And in the very next chapter 
Paul writes that some of the Corinthians who partook of the Lord’s 
Supper with unconfessed sin had actually died.  In Acts 5 Ananias 
and Sapphira both dropped dead for lying to the Holy Spirit.   

And beloved, there are many believers today who have 
backslidden on God and God is dealing with them in the same 
way that He dealt with His people in Haggai’s day and Paul’s day.  
Someone is always sick in the family, or the car is breaking down, 
or the washing machine quits, or their dog bites a neighbor, or 
things are going bad at work.  And they are so numb to the Holy 
Spirit they have no clue that God is trying to get their attention and 
they cry, “Lord, help!”, and God cries back, “Consider your ways!”  
And here’s the thing that I want us to understand, beloved.  It is 
not that they are living in open rebellion towards God.  They do not 
hit the bars every night and cheat on their wives.  They do not 
sleep with their boyfriends or have internet affairs.  They just 
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simply believe that their pleasure is more important than God’s 
purposes.  And that’s the way it was with Israel.   

Well, praise God, when Haggai called on Israel to consider 
their ways and repent, that’s exactly what they did.  Zerubbabel 
and Joshua and all the people feared the Lord and came together 
and began rebuilding the temple again. 

Now, I want you to notice three things that occurred when 
they began the work on the temple once more.  First of all, they 
had to make some changes.  We do not know what changes they 
made specifically, for the scripture does not say.  But we know it 
was something.  For when they resumed the work of the Lord they 
had to make room for it somewhere.  Beloved, please don’t miss 
this.  If you made a commitment last week to be more fully 
involved in God’s work, you cannot stay the same.  If there is no 
change in your life there will be no growth in your holiness and no 
increase in your service.  I do not know what changes that God 
will call upon you to make; only you can determine that.  But I do 
know this, He will call upon you to live your life differently, and you 
must be intentional about making changes and you will notice the 
changes.  Listen to what David said about his enemies in Ps. 
55:19: “…because they do not change, therefore they do not fear 
God”.  Beloved, that principle applies to God’s people too!  When 
we increase in our fear of God, in our commitment to God, we will 
change in some way.    

Some of us at Grant’s Creek have been trying to lose some 
weight in the last few months.  And some of you have been doing 
a much better job of that than I have.  And do you know why?  
You’ve been willing to make the changes you’ve had to make.  
You’ve said “No, get behind me, Satan”, to your coworker who 
offers you a Krispy Kreme every day at work, you’ve been willing 
to get up early and do your walking, and you’ve willing to keep at it 
when you’re stomach is growling louder than a den of hungry lions 
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or when you’ve plateaued for days and it doesn’t seem like you’ll 
ever start going down again.  But you’ve made some definite 
changes in your lifestyle.  So it is with taking up your cross and 
following Jesus.  There will be changes.  And so if you’ve made 
that commitment recently, how is your life been different?  What 
changes has God led you to make? 

There is a second observation that I want us to make about 
the resumption of the temple’s construction.  And that is, God 
promised His blessings on the work.  Look at 2:1-5.  Four weeks 
after work on the temple began God spoke to His people again.  It 
seems as though some of the people were beginning to get 
discouraged because the new temple did not compare at all to the 
glory of Solomon’s temple which had been destroyed.  But God 
comes to them and essentially says, “That doesn’t matter at all”.  
He says in vs. 4-5, “Be strong and do not fear, for I am with you!”  
And then God goes on to tell them that at some point in the future 
the temple in Jerusalem will have more glory than it has ever had 
before (verse 9).   

Beloved, you can be sure that if you attempt to do a mighty 
work for God, Satan will be right there to scare you out it.  For fear 
is perhaps Satan’s greatest weapon; it is the great enemy of the 
human race and causes many, many a person to fail in their 
pursuit of great things for God.  Saul was removed from being the 
king of Israel for offering an unholy sacrifice to the Lord.  And do 
you know what his excuse was to Samuel?  “…because I feared 
the people and obeyed their voice” (1 Sam. 15:24).  When Saul 
and his whole army heard Goliath’s challenges to send up a man 
to fight him to the death, the Bible says, “they were dismayed and 
greatly afraid” (1 Sam. 17:11).  God would have used any one of 
them to kill Goliath if they had trusted Him, but they all disqualified 
themselves because of fear.  Elijah won a great victory at Mt. 
Carmel over the prophets of Baal and the next day he fled from 
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Jezebel in stark fear for his life (1 Kings 19).  Simon Peter was 
doing what no other human being had ever done but Jesus, 
walking on water, and in the midst of this miraculous stroll began 
to sink because of fear (Matt. 14:30).  And every one of the 
disciples fled in fear and left Jesus alone in the Garden of 
Gethsemane with His arrestors (Mark 14:50).     

In the days ahead we are going to be seeking to help you to 
flesh out the commitments that many of you made last Sunday.  
We do not know just yet what He will lead all of us to do.  But I can 
tell you that if you follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit it will be 
bigger than you are, and the assignment God gives our church will 
be bigger than we are.   Will you refuse to accept the assignment 
Jesus gives you because of fear?   Will we refuse His 
assignments as a church?  By His grace we will not!   

I want to probe just a little further.  What is your greatest fear 
today that holds you back from serving Jesus?  Is it your feeling of 
inadequacy?  Is it your perceived lack of health or finances, or fear 
of a discouraging spouse or parents or other circumstance?  God 
said to Israel and God says to you, “Fear not!  I am with you.”  And 
what God says to individual believers He says to His churches.  
Jesus told His 11 disciples to into all the world and preach the 
gospel!!  Do you think that might have given just a little bit of fear?  
But He concluded by saying, “I will be with you always”.  In other 
words, “There’s nothing to fear.  I will bless your work”.   

We have seen that when the temple began to be rebuilt that 
the people of God had to make some changes.  And we have 
seen that God promised to bless the work.  But I want us to notice 
on more thing pertaining to the rebuilding of the temple this 
morning.  And that is, the work demanded total commitment.  Look 
at 2:10-14 (read).  We must move quickly, but here’s what 
happened at some point after construction began again.  Even 
though the people were doing the work, they were working with 
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sinful hands.  We don’t know what their sins were.  But they were 
going through the outward motions and even getting the job done, 
but God said in v.14 that their work was unclean.  And He 
compared their work to food and clothing that had been 
contaminated by those who had touched dead bodies and were 
ceremonially unclean.  And what was the result of their sin?  Look 
at v. 19.  “Is the seed still in the barn?”  In other words, “Do you 
have any grain yet stored up from your harvest?”  And the answer 
was, “No, we do not.”  We know that was the answer by God’s 
next statement: “As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, 
and the olive tree have not yielded fruit”.  You see, they had made 
some changes.  And they had stepped out in faith and started 
the work again.  But they were not serving God with their whole 
hearts.  There was sin in their lives, and God would not yet bless 
them.  They were just like the people in Malachi’s day who were 
offering blemished sacrifices to God.  Here’s what God said about 
them: “You offer defiled food on My altar….and when you offer the 
blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil and when you offer the lame and 
sick, is it not evil?”   

And because of their sin they were still suffering just like they 
were before they began the work.  So what is God saying to you 
and me through this?  He is saying, “You can adjust your lifestyle, 
you can begin to serve Me in My name, but unless you do it with a 
clean, sincere heart I will not bless.   

Beloved, we don’t expect Uncle Sam to put up with any half-
hearted soldiers.  We don’t want Uncle Sam to put up with any half 
hearted soldiers.  We don’t expect Uncle Nick to put up with any 
half-hearted football players, and we don’t want him too, either.  
So why should we expect King Jesus to tolerate any half-hearted 
laborers in His Kingdom?  How can we expect Him to bless our 
work when it is tarnished with unrepentant sin?  We can go 
through the motions of serving Jesus year in and year out, but 
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unless we serve Him with pure hands and clean, fervent hearts, 
there will never be any seed in the barn.  Yes, He will meet our 
basic needs because He is our Father.  But He will not bless us 
with overflowing abundance.   

But beloved, the story with Israel has a happy ending!  When 
Haggai gave them this rebuke, they repented.  They turned from 
their sins and quit going through the motions of service to God.  
They began to serve Him with their whole heart.  How do we 
know?   Look what God says to them at the end of v. 19.  “From 
this day I will bless you”.   

A number of years ago Jim Cymbala, pastor of the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle, wrote a book entitled, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire.  In it he 
expressed his frustration with hearing all the time about the great 
revivals of the past, and about what the saints are believing God 
to do in the future.  And he said that it was his prayer that God 
would do something now.  Beloved, I take my stand with Jim 
Cymbala.  The time is now! 


