
 
 

 

 THANK GOD FOR WINE! 
John 2: 1-11 

 
 

Today we are going to begin a new series of messages on 
the miracles of Jesus.  Now, we are not going to study every 
single miracle of Jesus that was recorded in the gospels, for there 
are 39 of them.  But as we examine just a few we are going to be 
reminded that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever, and the age of miracles has never ceased.  And God 
wants us to know today that if we need a miracle He is stands 
ready to give us a miracle!  And He also wants us to know that 
even greater than receiving a miracle is what the miracle will do to 
change our hearts. 

Turn in your Bibles, please, to John 2.  If you take a close 
look at the 39 miracles that we mentioned earlier you will be are 
able place them into a number of different categories.  Several of 
Jesus’ miracles teach us that He is Lord over all disease.  Others 
teach us that He is Lord over all demons.  Still others demonstrate 
that Jesus is Lord over nature.  Even the winds and waves obey 
Him.  And praise God, we see that some miracles demonstrate 
that Jesus is Lord over death.  And the miracle that we are going 
to study today tells us that Jesus is Lord over all matter.  He can 
turn water into wine, He can multiply bread and fish, He can cause 
a fig tree to wither overnight.  And when you put all His miracles 
together the message is unmistakable:  this Jesus is indeed Who 
He said He was, the Son of the living God.   

But the miracle we’ve just read about teaches us more than 
that just who Jesus is.  It makes a broad statement about what 
Jesus came to do.  Are you ready for it?  Jesus came to bring 
relief to human need and joy to human hearts.  So let’s take a 
look at how Jesus did this on this occasion.  And dear friends, 
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know for a certainty that Jesus is here to do the same thing for you 
this very day. 

In our text I want you to first notice the sad situation.  Jesus 
and His disciples were invited to a wedding and at some point 
during the reception they ran out of wine.  Now, in the Eastern 
culture of Jesus’ day this was about the most horrible social 
blunder that could ever happen.  Proper hospitality was, and still 
is, of the highest importance, and a terrible stigma was about to be 
stained upon the young couple at the very beginning of their 
marriage.  It was indeed a sad situation. 

But we must not miss the spiritual application here.  This 
couple ran out of wine, and they were sad.  But friends, you and I 
live in a sad situation world.  In Scripture wine is a symbol of joy, 
and when you look around you don’t see much joy in the world, do 
you?  What you see is people filled with heartache and sorrow and 
anxiety about the future.  I tell you, there have been a lot of 
sorrowful people in Boston this week, and we all share their 
sorrow to a degree.  But it doesn’t take a terrorist to suck the joy 
out of most people’s lives.  Just everyday living is quite enough.  
Someone told me this week about hearing the testimony of a 
Christian lady who was out shopping and having a bad day.  And 
she was in a checkout line somewhere and had such a forlorn look 
on her face that the clerk asked her, “Ma’am, do you know 
Jesus?”  And the Christian lady said that she was so 
embarrassed, because she did know Jesus, but she was totally 
defeated that day and had totally lost her joy and it showed all 
over her.   

What about you?  Do you live in desperation mode day by 
day, chasing after that illusive feeling of joy to fill the vacuum in 
your soul?  That’s because the world’s joy is just like wine at an 
Eastern wedding.  The servants always served the good wine first 
and after the guests had had their fill they would break out the 
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second-grade stuff.  And that’s how the world’s joy is.  It is great to 
start with, but do you remember the prodigal son?  He started out 
with a big inheritance and my, how the good times rolled, but he 
blew it all and wound up in the pigpen slopping the pigs.  And 
friends, you can take it to the bank.  When your choice of 
beverage is the wine of the world, the wine always gets worse, 
and then one day the wine runs out!  And then you are just like 
that young married couple.  There was only one hope for that 
young couple that day.  There was no running down to the wine 
cellar for more wine; there was no running down to the market; 
there was no wine to be found anywhere.  The only thing that 
would do for them was a miracle.  And if you are finding your joy in 
the things of the world today, then a miracle in your soul is also 
the only hope for you, because I promise you, one day your joy 
will run out. 

So that is the sad situation at the wedding.  But that young 
couple did have one thing going for them.  They had invited Jesus 
to their wedding.  Young people, let me tell you that is the 
smartest thing that you can ever do for your marriage, to invite 
Jesus to your wedding.  But you cannot stop there, you must also 
invite Jesus to be the center of your marriage.  There are plenty of 
couples that invite Christ to their wedding.  They are not living their 
lives for Jesus, in fact, many of them are living in adultery.  But 
they sure want Jesus to show up and bless them at their wedding.  
But after their wedding they go back to living the very same 
Christless lives they lived before.  This is certainly not the case 
with all, but it is the case with most.          

But young people, one of the best pieces of advice Bro. 
Marty, or I, or anyone could ever give you is to right now, purpose 
in your heart that you will not go the way of many of your friends in 
the matter of dating and marriage.  Purpose in your heart that you 
will not get into a serious relationship with someone who is not 
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saved and does not seek to put Jesus first in their lives.  If you will 
do this, then living together before marriage will not even cross 
your mind, but never forget, living in adultery is a sin and it does 
cause great heartache and also chastisement from God.  And I 
challenge you with all of my heart, be different!!  Stay pure and 
glorify God in your dating.  Invite Him to your wedding and to be 
the cornerstone of your marriage, and He will bless you like you 
would not believe.  I am so glad that I married a girl who made that 
pledge as a teenager, and Janice remained pure throughout 
college when every girl she knew on the hallway in her dorm was 
promiscuous.  And she a virgin when she walked the aisle at 28, 
and I and our children could not have been more blessed.     

Well, this couple did a smart thing by inviting Jesus to their 
wedding, and in verse 3 Jesus’ mother enters the drama.  She 
comes to Jesus and says, “They’ve run out of wine”.  But there 
was an additional unspoken message that Jesus didn’t miss.  
Mary was also strongly suggesting to Jesus that this wedding 
party could also be His coming out party as the long-awaited 
Messiah.  Mary had been waiting for this moment for years, and 
she sensed the timing to be just right.  But Mary was so wrong, for 
the timing was not right.  It was not time for Jesus to reveal 
Himself as God’s Messiah, and so He replied to His mother, 
“Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me?  My hour 
has not yet come”.  Now, this response was not in any way harsh, 
as it might appear.  The term “woman” is the same word that 
Jesus used when He addressed His mother from the cross.  You 
remember that as He was dying He looked down at Mary and with 
great tenderness said, “Woman, behold your son”.  One scholar 
(Barclay) said that the translation would be better as “lady” than 
“woman”.  Jesus would never be unkind to His mother. 

But Jesus answer to Mary does tell us something.  Beloved, 
there are times when the will of God for your life will go against the 
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will of mama, or daddy, or your spouse, or your best friend.  Years 
ago I had a friend who was called to serve a church as minister of 
music in Alaska.  And he told me his mother and daddy gave him 
all kinds of grief because he had followed the will of God for his life 
and went to Alaska.  But he had a call from God and he knew he 
must obey.  And beloved, it must be the same with you and me. If 
family or friends try to dissuade us, we must say “Mother”, or 
“Daddy”, or “Honey, what does your concern have to do with me?  
I must obey Jesus”.   

But I want you to notice quickly something that Mary said that 
was right.  Somehow she sensed that even though Jesus was not 
going to reveal Himself as Messiah that day, He was still about to 
do something miraculous.  And notice what she said to the 
servants.  “Whatever He says to you, do it”.  Friends, that is the 
best piece of advice anyone has ever given!  If you want to be a 
success in this life, in your school work, in your job, in your 
marriage, in your family life, if you want to make an impact for the 
kingdom of God in a world of darkness, and if you want to go to 
Heaven when you die, then whatever Jesus says, just do it!  For 
Jesus Christ said, “I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”.   

And that brings to the second truth that we see from our text.  
A moment ago we saw a sad situation, but now we see a 
startling solution.  When Mary put the servants at the feast at 
Jesus disposal He said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water”, 
and they did.  And notice what He said next.  verse 8: “Draw some 
out now, and take it to the master of the feast”.  He did not say, 
“Draw some water out now”, just “Draw some out now”.  Why?  
Because the water was no longer water.  Whether in process or 
whether already completed, that water was now turned into wine.  
It was a solution that defied the reasoning and logic of man.  It 
was a solution that when many heard it, they probably didn’t 
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believe it.  For the only word that could rightly describe it was 
“miracle”. 

Now, let me ask you something.  Who do you think got the 
biggest blessing out of the wine miracle that Jesus performed that 
day?  We immediately think of the bride and groom, and they 
certainly did get blessed.  But it wasn’t them.  And it wasn’t the 
disciples, though they certainly got a blessing as well.  It wasn’t 
the couple or the disciples, it was the servants.  They were the 
ones who saw the miracle first hand.  But their biggest blessing 
was that they had a part in the miracle.  And we cannot describe 
the joy and the wonder that was overflowing from their hearts. 

There is so much that you and I can learn from these 
servants.  We can learn from their faith.  Yes, they were servants, 
doing what they were told to do, but don’t you think that they might 
have pushed back just a bit at this crazy command from a Man 
they had perhaps never even seen before?  And Jesus had done 
no miracle up to that point, so they had no reason to expect one 
then.  But yet they obeyed His command.  And think about it.  If 
they had not obeyed there would have been no miracle.  But what 
an example of faith! 

Beloved, if you are walking close to Jesus, there will be times 
in your life when He will ask you do things that don’t make any 
sense to you.  I heard a lady give a testimony of this just a few 
weeks ago.  She was with a Christian youth group that had gone 
into a school to do some sort of program, and the instructions 
were that the leaders were not to do or say anything, to let the kids 
do it all.  Well, this lady said that when they arrived the principle of 
the school met them with disdain written all over her face.  She 
didn’t want that group to be there and she didn’t try to hide it.  
They were there anyway, but she wasn’t going to let them have a 
good experience if she had anything to do with it.  Well, it so 
happened that as the program was going on this Christian lady 
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was standing in the back right beside this principle, and then the 
Holy Spirit said, “Say something to her”.  And she said, “But Lord, 
they told me not to.”  And the Lord said, “But I said to”.  And so 
scared to death and kicking and screaming inside, she swallowed 
hard and said something, and the principle said, “Come with me to 
my office”.   

Well, when they got to her office and sat down, this principle 
began to vent on the lady all kinds of issues.  I do not remember 
them, but she was a bitter woman.  But as this gracious Christian 
lady listened and responded with the love of Jesus, this angry 
woman began to break, and before the visit was over she was 
listening with great interest at how Jesus could change her life.  
And as I recall she wasn’t saved that day, but not too long 
afterward she was.  But what if that Christian had wimped out and 
not obeyed?  It’s like what I read from a devotional article recently: 
following God is not for wimps.  Friend, that’s worth putting on 
your bathroom mirror. 

But, beloved, that’s what God does with His servants that 
really seek to make a difference.  He will say, “Go fight Goliath”, or 
“God sacrifice Isaac on Mt. Moriah, or “Go march in to Pharaoh’s 
court and tell him, ‘Let my people go’”.  Or it might not be that 
sensational.  He might say, “Go begin to build a relationship with 
your lost neighbor whose ways you despise”, or, “Go to work and 
start a Bible study on your lunch break once a week”, or “Join the 
choir”, or “Work in VBS this year”.  God may say to some of you, 
“Start being as faithful to Me on Sunday as you are to your job on 
Monday”.  But just as surely as you are sitting here this morning, if 
you are a servant of Jesus Christ, meaning if you are truly a child 
of God, God is saying to you just like Jesus said to those servants, 
“Go fill your waterpot with water”.  And if you will obey His call 
you’ll get in on a blessing like those servants had that you won’t 
believe. 
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But that is not the only thing that we can learn from the 
servants this morning.  verse 6 says that the waterpots they had 
were pots of stone.  Stone waterpots.  Not gold or silver chalices, 
not even brass waterpots, but stone, earthenware.  Among the 
least expensive there were.  But they held a miracle just the same.  
Most of us look at ourselves and say, “Lord, all I am is a stone 
waterpot.  I have no outstanding gifts with which to serve God.  I 
am not a great teacher, I am not a great singer.  I am a terrible 
organizer, I’m too poor to even pay attention.  All I am is a vessel 
of the earth.  There is no way You could ever use me to do 
anything significant for His Kingdom”.  Not so!!  At the wedding in 
Cana God used the most humble of vessels to facilitate a miracle.  
And God said through Paul that He has chosen the foolish things 
of this world to confound the wise and He has chosen to use the 
weak things of this world to confound the things that are mighty, 
and the base things and the lowly things has God chosen, that no 
flesh should glory in His presence (1 Cor. 1:27-29).  And if you 
dare to say, “Jesus, fill this old stone waterpot for Your glory 
alone, get ready for a miracle that God will do through you! 

But notice something else about those servants.  verse 7 says 
that when they filled their waterpots, they filled them to the brim.  
And we know what that means.  They put as much water into 
those pots as they possible could.  And do you know what?  They 
got as much wine for the wedding as they possibly could as a 
result.  I wonder how many Christians came to church today with 
half-filled water pots to give to God?  Going through the motions 
with some ministry or Christian duty, but with no real excitement, 
no passion.  Like a Christian man a pastor friend of mine 
described to me one day.  He said, “Mike, he has as much 
enthusiasm as a north sea codfish”.  I heard a retired pastor say 
recently that when he was pastoring he would occasionally hear 
someone say about some task in the church, “I have to teach 
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today” or I have to greet visitors today”.  And the preacher said 
that he always corrected them and said, “NO!”  It is not “I have to 
do this”, it is “I get to do this!”   

Do you approach your work for Jesus with such an attitude?  
Paul said in Rom. 12:11 that we are to be “Not lagging in 
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord”.  Beloved, when you 
go to Jesus with your gift or talent, when you go to Him with a 
commitment you’ve made to serve Him, do it with your heart filled 
to the brim!  Give Him all you’ve got, and He’ll give you all He’s 
got.  Listen to how one believer put it.   

 
“I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.  My pace is set, my gait 

is fast, my goal is Heaven, my road is narrow, my way is 
rough, my companions few……I will not flinch in the face of 
sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of adversity, negotiate at 
the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popularity, or 
meander in the maze of mediocrity.  I am a disciple of Jesus 
Christ.  I must go until Heaven returns, give until I drop, 
preach until all know, and work until He comes.  And when 
He comes to get His own, He will have no problem 
recognizing me.  My colors will be clear”.   

 
Oh, beloved, we don’t have time to meander in the maze of 

mediocrity anymore!  Just what if some believers in Jesus were 
doing that a few years ago in Boston, meandering, when they 
could have told a couple of young Russian immigrants about 
Jesus?!  Let all of us who name the name of Jesus take to Him 
waterpots filled to the brim! 

Let us see one more truth from our text this morning.  We’ve 
seen the sad situation of the couple, and then the startling 
solution; a miracle by the hand of Jesus.  But finally I want you to 
see the supreme satisfaction.  When the master of the feast 
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tasted the wine that Jesus made, he said to the bridegroom, 
“What’s the deal?”  And we’ve already talked about it.  The custom 
at Eastern wedding was to use the good wine first and then the 
inferior wine later.  But the master said, “You’ve kept the good 
wine until now.”   

Now, let me address the question that some of you have 
perhaps been waiting for.  Was the wine that Jesus made 
alcoholic or not?  How that hot potato has been batted around for 
millenniums!   And the answer is, most likely, yes.  At least that’s 
what most scholars say.  But before any of you call a drinking 
party to celebrate we need to understand some things.  

 First of all, wine was a common beverage in NT times.  AND, 
many say that the common wine of the NT was always diluted 
wine, with the ratio most often being two parts water to one part 
wine, to three parts water and one part wine.  One scholar said 
that wine that was one part water to one part wine was considered 
to be “strong wine” and to drink it was frowned upon, and that to 
drink undiluted wine was considered to be an act of barbarians.  
Another scholar said that the wine of the NT was much less 
stronger than the wines of modern day, and that he was certain 
that our loving Jesus would never make the kind of alcohol that 
permeates our culture and is the ruination of millions and millions 
of lives every year.  And also that Jesus’ wine had so little alcohol 
content that no one would have ever protested that it would be 
harmful (Spurgeon).  And that certainly rings true with me.  
Charles Spurgeon said, “I abstain myself from alcoholic drink in 
every form, and I think others would be wise to do the same; but of 
this each one must be a guide unto himself”.  And I take my stand 
with Spurgeon, and I am thankful that our church has a total 
abstinence policy for all of our leadership.   

But don’t miss the major point here!  Jesus’ wine was good 
stuff!  Without a doubt it was the freshest, sweetest wine ever put 
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to human lips, for it came from the winery of God!  And it 
supremely satisfied.  And He made so much of it, about 150 
gallons.  Someone did the math and calculated that this would 
serve about 2400 wedding guests.  What a super abundance of 
God’s blessings on that young couple.  And beloved, this is the 
message that God is saying to every one of us today.  “My joy” – 
for which wine is a symbol  – “My joy is infinitely better than the joy 
of the world, and it never, ever runs out.  

Friends, do you have this joy in your hearts this morning?   
 

 


